
    

Sunday Worship 9am 
Prayer for Our Church  

 

Trivia Night 

Trivia night is this Saturday. Please invite your friends to come along for a fun evening. The event 

is on Facebook to share. 

All money raised will be donated to Parramatta Mission 

 

Would you like to meet with Rod? 

Rod is available to meet with people for a pastoral conversation or prayer, either at the church or 

at a cafe. If it is easier he can come to you. Please phone him to work out a time.  

Previous Sermons 

If you have missed any of our previous sermons you can listen to them on our YouTube 

channel https://www.youtube.com/@nrcc6214 or read them on Rod's blog 

at https://rodbenson.com/ 

 
Dates for your Diary       

20 - 26 July 2026 

https://www.facebook.com/events/863707920135393
https://www.youtube.com/@nrcc6214
https://rodbenson.com/


    
 

 

Wednesday Morning Prayers - Rod will be 

leading early morning prayers on Wednesdays at 

the church from 7am. The session will last about 

30 minutes. All are welcome. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community News and Notices 

 

 

 

Bearing Witness: Palestinian Christian Voices Speaking Tour 

What does it mean to stand in solidarity, pursue justice, and work towards peace in the Holy Land? 



    
Parramatta Community Uniting Church will host an evening with Dr Yousef Al-Khoury, the Dean of 

Bethlehem Bible College as part of a national speaking tour sponsored by Palestinian Christians in 

Australia (PCiA) and the NCCA.   

This is an opportunity to listen, learn, ask questions, and engage with the voices of Palestinian 

Christians. 

Tuesday, 28 July 2026, 6:30 pm – 8:30 pm 

Leigh Memorial (PCUC), 119 Macquarie Street, Parramatta NSW 

$20 per person.  Click here to book your ticket.  

 

 

 

▪ Uniting Church Assembly and Synod News Links 

Uniting Church Assembly: https://uniting.church/news/ 

NSW & ACT Synod: https://nswact.uca.org.au/ 
Parramatta Nepean Presbytery: https://pnp.uca.org.au/ 
 

https://us.list-manage.com/BGUiSgFcQ4T?e=2916f7ebd7&c2id=8f59c93b43cfb060f3ea0ede81c51ca3
https://uca.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=02063db45bd49206d25a16801&id=2b1ebc2b26&e=2916f7ebd7
https://nswact.uca.org.au/
https://uca.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=02063db45bd49206d25a16801&id=71063aed47&e=2916f7ebd7


    
 

Reflection of the Week 
Doesn't it seem that our fiercest battles occur while trying to accomplish great things for God? Do 

not be discouraged—no one has ever accomplished God's vision for his or her life without facing 

discouragement, hindrances, and difficulties. But if it is truly God's vision for your life—and not 

your own personal ambitions or dreams—then God will give you whatever you need to work 

through those obstacles. 

 

God had a vision for the apostle Paul's life, and He communicated this vision through a man 

named Ananias: "But the Lord said to Ananias, 'Go! This man is my chosen instrument to proclaim 

my name to the Gentiles and their kings and to the people of Israel'" (Acts 9:15). 

 

But Paul didn't go straight from the road to Damascus to the palaces of kings. It wasn't until Acts 

26 that Paul's life-vision was completely fulfilled as he stood before King Agrippa. And in between 

those many years, he faced more obstacles and discouragements than most of us will ever face in 

a lifetime. Paul experienced imprisonment, beatings, starvation, insults, and hardships—all for the 

sake of Christ (see 2 Corinthians 11:22-28). 

 

What motivated Paul when everything around him seemed to be against him? The power of his 

God-given vision. Having God's vision for our lives will keep us moving forward, but without it, we 

easily lose hope and give up. We must remember God's call on our lives to be His people (see 1 

Peter 2:9-10), to serve as His temple on earth (see 1 Corinthians 3:16), to be "the pleasing aroma 

of Christ among those who are being saved and those who are perishing" (2 Corinthians 2:15). 

 

We may never share the Gospel with kings, but God has a vision for our lives, just as He did for 

Paul. When you feel too insignificant to make a difference, remember that you are a child of the 

King. 

 

Prayer: God, help me not to be discouraged when I am faced with obstacles to the vision You 

have given me. Help me to remember that it is Your vision and that You will give me everything I 

need to fulfill it. I pray in the name of Jesus. Amen. 

 

"Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we 

do not give up" (Galatians 6:9). 

 

 

Prayer Points for This Month 
 
For Our Church 

• Pray for perseverance in our faith strengthening us to keep our eyes on Jesus.  

• Pray for the JNC, for wisdom in discernment, unity, patience and guidance, to bring clarity 

to the process of calling a minister to our church.  

• Pray for Rod, for wisdom in his leadership and discernment in his decisions. 



    
• Pray for healing and restoration for those in need. 

For the Wider Church 

• Pray for greater unity among believers around the world and help us to love one another as 

you love us.  

• Pray for community services organisations connected to local UCA congregations: Gateway 

Family Services, Junction 142, Parramatta Mission and Castlereagh Conference Centre.   

• We pray for protection, strength, and comfort to be with those around the world who suffer 

for their faith.  

• Pray for those in mission as they reach out to those who do not yet know you. We pray 

especially for the missionaries we support - Mike & Jacky Hammond, Richard & Lindsey 

Parker, and Bill & Sandra Callister. 

For Australia 

• Pray for those who are struggling with the cost of living.  

• Pray for reconciliation between all who call Australia home.  

• Pray for wisdom for leaders to make decisions for the good of all Australians. 

For the World 

• Pray for the nation of Tuvalu. May we as a Church be led to act, to advocate and to stand 

alongside our global neighbours. 

• Pray for the people of Venezuela as they continue to deal with the aftermath of the 

devastating earthquake.  

• Pray for peace for those living in areas of increased conflict. May they know the hope that 

can only be found in God.  

• Pray for guidance for world leaders that they might find ways to work together for the good 

of all.     

• Pray for Djibouti, Somalia 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           Ministry Leaders             

Transitional Supply Minister: Rev Dr Rod Benson / 0412421678 / rod@northrocks.org.au 

Church Council 

Chairperson: Cathy Nelson   Secretary: Samson Leung   Treasurer: Anne Crabb    

Alex Chow, Jenny Keyte, Sue Vasilevska 

Prayers 
If you have a confidential prayer request please 
contact Bev (0404 809 102). 
If you have pastoral care needs or would like to 
share a prayer request in the newsletter please 
contact Cathy (0411 055 403) or another member 
of the Pastoral Care Team. 

https://uca.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=02063db45bd49206d25a16801&id=b2689df54a&e=2916f7ebd7
https://uca.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=02063db45bd49206d25a16801&id=b2689df54a&e=2916f7ebd7
https://uca.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=02063db45bd49206d25a16801&id=41d68cf9c6&e=2916f7ebd7
https://uca.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=02063db45bd49206d25a16801&id=a91b7aa7b1&e=2916f7ebd7
https://uca.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=02063db45bd49206d25a16801&id=299cbed62f&e=2916f7ebd7
https://us.list-manage.com/zTVkLv4d8nn?e=2916f7ebd7&c2id=8f59c93b43cfb060f3ea0ede81c51ca3
https://us.list-manage.com/10cSKFpggr0?e=2916f7ebd7&c2id=8f59c93b43cfb060f3ea0ede81c51ca3
mailto:rod@northrocks.org.au

